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THE MINIST~R~OF:_FIN~ti~--'-'ND THE MINI$TE;R FOR STATE.o.WNED
ENTeRPRISE~_Qt!J;tf;.HA,=FO£_HEAMAJESTY T~~. QUEeN IN RIGHT OF
N~W_?_EALAND

IJjE NEW ZEALAND MAORI COUNCIL and

THE FEDERATION OF MAORI AUTHQRITt~s INCORPORATEO

RECITA1r

On 11 SQptember 1989 the Government decldod that the Crown Foreet!! A!I!lete
Sill would be amended to provide protection for Maorl cUGtomary land clalm:3 to
Crown forest land and that such protection would be analogous to that which Is at
present Included In the Maori Affairs Bill.

Thl9 dgclslon wag made with the agreement of representatives of The New
Zealand Maorl Council and The Federation of MaorlAuthorities,as parties to and
under the terms of the agreement with the Crown dated 20 July 1989.

Subsequently It has become appan~nt that it i$ not dg$irabl~ to protect Maori
customary land claims In that manner. It would be Inapproprlat~ to do so ag it
would have the effect of amending an Act which Is the subject of an amendmont
Billcurrently beIng considered by Parliamont. .Thls Is clearly undosirable as until
such tlm~ a9 the Maorl Affair!: Slit Is onaded there can be no prosumptlon as to
the final form of any or Its provisions. To do so could result In the existence of two
InconsIstent statutory reglmeQ dealing with Maorl customary land claims.

We recognise, however, that the need to pro tAct M~orl cU$tom~ry I<\ndcI;:\lmsto
Crown for9st land rem::}in9'. F=urther. we recognlge that thi~ nood Ig prodpibted by
the provisions of the Crown Forest Assets Bill evidencing the Crown's Intention to
register Ib title to th3t land, under the laC1d Tran~rer Act 1952,

The Crown therAfore proposes not to register Its tjtl~ to th~ 'or~$t land until that
land has been cleared by the Waitangi TrIbunal of Maorf claims. This will protect
customary land claims and at the same time enable the Crown to fulfil its
Intention to register Its title to the forest land.

The programme presently being undArt::Jken to survgy all Crown 'orgst land In
preparation 'or the raglstratlon 0' its title will continue. This programme Is not
expeded to bo completod until around the mlddlo of 1992. Titles, of cour~e, can
not be registered until surveys are completed. The regTstration of title will be
sequential and will take place as each area of forest land Is confirmed by the




