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THIS DEED is made on /7ﬂ October 1989

BY:

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE AND THE MINISTER FOR STATE-QWNED

ENTERPRISES ON BEHALF OF HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN IN RIGHT OF
NEW ZEALANO

THE_NEW ZEALAND MAORI COUNGIL and
THE FEDERATION OF MAORI AUTHORITIES INCORPORATED

RECITAL

On 11 September 1989 the Government dacided that the Crown Foreste Assets
Bill would be amended to provide protection for Maori customary land claima to
Crown forest land and that such protection would be analogous to that which is at
present Included in the Maor Alffairs Bill,

This dacision was made with the agreement of representatives of The New
Zealand Maorl Council and The Federation of Maorl Authorities, as partles to and
under the terms of the agreement with the Crown dated 20 July 1989.

Subsequently it has become apparent that it is not desirable to protect Maori
customary land claims In that manner. It would be Inappropriate to do so as it
would have the effect of amending an Act which is the subject of an amendment
Bill currently being considered by Parliamant. This Is clearly undesirable as until
such time as the Maori Alfairs Bill Is onacted there can be no presumption as to
the final form of any of its provisions. To do so could result In the existence of two
Inconsistent statutory regimes dealing with Maorl customary land claims.

We recognise, however, that the need to protact Maorl customary land claims to
Crown forest land remaing. Further, we recognise that this neaed Is precipitated by
the provisions of the Crown Forest Assets Bill evidencing the Crown’s intention to
register its title to that land, under the Land Transfer Act 1952,

The Crown therafore proposes not to register its title to the forast land until that
land has been cleared by the Waitangi Tribunal of Maori claims. This will protect
customary land clalmg and at the same time enable the Crown to fulfil its
intention to register its title to the forest land.

The programme presently being undartaken to survey all Crown forest land in
preparation for the registration of its title will continue. Thig programme is not
expected to be completed until around the middie of 1992. Titles, of course, can
not be registered until surveys are completed. The registration of title will be
sequential and will take place as each area of lorest land Is confirmed by the






